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UNCTAD’s mandate – Trade and Development

✓ UN body responsible for dealing with
economic and sustainable development
issues with a focus on trade, finance, investment
and technology - Prosperity for All;

✓ 195 members;

✓ Think, Debate, Deliver - to assist developing
countries in better participating in the global
economy;



Consensus 
Building

•UN Review 
Conference - every 5 
years since 1985

• Intergovernmental 
Group of Experts 
(IGE) meetings on 
Competition (since 
1998) and Consumer 
Protection (since 
2016) Law and Policy 
- annually

Research and 
Analysis

•Publication of 
papers and  studies 
on competition and 
consumer protection

•Legal assessment

•Research 
Partnership Platform 
(since 2010)

Technical 
Assistance

•Demand-driven 
assistance at national 
(since the late 90s) 
and regional (since 
2003) levels

•UNCTAD Voluntary 
Peer Review on 
Competition/Consume
r Protection Law and 
Policy

UNCTAD’S 3 PILLARS OF WORK





Under the UN Set Section F 
(International ….)

Guiding Policies & Procedures 
(2020): recommended steps to 
facilitate international cooperation to 
developing countries 

Enhanced role of UNCTAD as a 
facilitator

Agreed by consensus and approved 
by the Eighth United Nations 
Conference on Competition and 
Consumer Protection, October 2020



Recent technical cooperation work 
with Arab countries



Regional integration through improved Competition and Consumer Policies – 2015-2018

• 7 Middle-East and North African countries

• Funded by Sweden

• Objectives: 

- Effective Competition policy and law enforcement through legal frameworks and the 
strenghtening of capacities; 

- Competitive Neutrality; 

- Private sector engagement – Leniency and Competition Compliance; 

- Gender dimension

- Regional cooperation, namely through bilateral MoUs and joint training activities



Reports:

- Competition Glossary;

- Good Governance - Independence and Transparency;

- Competition Agency Structure and Effectiveness;

- Competitive Neutrality;

- Competition Business Compliance;

- Leniency programmes; 

- Competition and Gender.





Regional Training Centers for Competition:

- Tunis, Tunisia (2016) - French and Arabic: with the Ministry for Trade

- Cairo, Egypt (2018) – English: hosted by the Egyptian Competition

Authority and expanded to African countries



UNCTAD work with Arab countries



Competition policy and 
MSMEs resurgence

• UN Development Account Global Initiative Towards Post-
Covid-19 Resurgence of the MSME Sector 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/da/global-initiative-towards-
post-covid-19-resurgence-of-the-msme-sector/

- In collaboration with UN Regional Economic Commissions

- Delivered recommendations and country studies on Thailand, 
South Africa, Brazil 

- Launched online course on Competition policy and SMEs

- Drafted Recommended Best Practices for Digital Platforms

https://msme-resurgence.unctad.org/cluster/access-markets



UNCTAD recent activities with specific Arab 
countries

• MOROCCO: in cooperation with the Moroccan Competition Council and the World Bank 

- Organization of 1 one-day training on Competition for the media (March 2022) and intervention in a Competition 
workshop for the media held in February 2023.

- Organized and delivered a 3-day training workshop for Moroccan judges (October 2022) on basic aspects of the 
enforcement and review of Competition law both in the anticompetitive practices and merger fields.

• KUWAIT: UNCTAD intervened in the Kuwait Competition Conference on Promoting Competition Between 
Challenge and Ambition on the topics of the “Importance of protecting and advocating competition and 
competition-related subjects and matters” and “Competition Policy and Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises” 
(December 2022).

• EGYPT: 

- UNCTAD Regional Training Centre for Competition for the MENA and African countries, hosted and managed by 
the Egyptian Competition Authority (ECA), UNCTAD has been following up its planned activities in coordination 
with the ECA.

- UNCTAD intervened as a discussant in the World Bank event on “Enabling Markets: The Role of Competition 
Authorities beyond Antitrust”, featuring “The Egyptian Competition Authority’s Experience: Strategy and 
Achievements” (March 2023).



UNCTAD recent requests from the Arab region

• STATE OF PALESTINE: trainings on key Competition issues

• ORGANIZATION OF ISLAMIC COOPERATION (OCI): 

- Training activities

- Academic courses

- South-South cooperation between Arab and African countries

- Organization of a Forum



UNCTAD upcoming meetings and 
recent research



INTERGOVERNMENTAL GROUP OF EXPERTS ON 

Competition law and policy, twenty first session - 5-7 July 

2023, Palais des Nations





14th meeting of the UNCTAD Research Partnership 
Platform





Some of the UNCTAD recent research on relevant topics



Thank you!

teresa.moreira@unctad.org

https://unctad.org/Topic/Competition-and-Consumer-Protection

mailto:teresa.moreira@unctad.org
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